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world and 6iva1. When a saint becomes free from impurities of
three kinds, the anava, mdyika and kdrmana-mala, the world
appearance vanishes from before his eyes, and he becomes one
with the pure illumination.

Suradantacarya in his Vydkhydna-kdrikd repeats the above ideas,
but holdsihat Siva through His omniscience knows all aboutthe world
and the experiences of all beings, but He is not affected by them2.
Another fragmentary commentary of an unknown author, who had
written a commentary on Mrgendra called Mrgendra-vriti-dtpika,
which sometimes refers to the Svdyambhuvagama and the Mdtanga-
paramesvara-dgama^ discusses some of the main topics of Siva-
jndna-bodha in the work called Pasupati-pdia-mcdra-prakarana.

Pasu is defined as pure consciousness (cinmdtrd) covered with
impurities. The pasu goes through the cycle of birth and rebirth,
and it goes also by the name dtman. It is all-pervading in space and
time. The pure consciousness is of the nature of jndna and kriyd.
The Agarr<as do not believe that the soul is one. It is pure con-
sciousness that appears as distinct from one another by their
association of different kinds of mala which are integrated with
them from beginningless time3.

Its body consists of all the categories, beginning with kald and
running up to gross matter. The soul is called amsvara because it
may have a subtle body, but not the gross one, so that it is unable
to enjoy its desire. The soul is regarded as akriya or devoid of
action. Even when through knowledge and renunciation it avoids
all action, the body may go on by the successive impulses of
previous actions (tisthati samskdra-vasdt cakra-bhramavad-dhrta-
sarirah). Though there are many souls, they are spoken of in the
singular number as pasu in the universal sense.

The mala is regarded as being included within pdsa. It is not
therefore ? different category. The pure self-consciousness is
entirely different from the impurity or mala. How can then the
mala affect the purity of the pure consciousness? To this the reply

1          nacit-cit sannidhau kintu na vittas te ubhe mithah,
propane a-siv ay or vettd yah sa atmd tayoh prthak.

2                    ... sivo jd^dti visvakam^

sva-bhogyatvena tu param naiva janati kincana.

3 anena mala-yukto vijnana-kevala uktah. sammudha ityanena pralayena
kalader upasamhrtatvat samyak mudhah. Pasupati-pasa-vicdra-prakarana (Adyar
Library manuscript).